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Nearly every museum, library, archive, or history club from big to 
small has some kind of presence on the Web. More digitization 
projects are undertaken every year to bring the richness of primary 
Problem Introduction Research Review
Accessibility is the hallmark of online digital media, and the opening of the 
public, cultural record through these digitized versions of primary source 
materials makes available material and places previously closed to many 
sources like photos, letters, maps, oral histories, and other 
historical or cultural artifacts to the Web, all with a great potential 
for educational use. Despite these efforts and the push to include 
primary sources as an integral part of teaching and learning history 
in K-12 classrooms, there are gaps in the research on the 
assessment of use of digital collections by history teachers; there 
are gaps in our understanding of what hinders and helps in their 
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students and teachers [ as seen in the example photos from the City 
Archive’s online collection - covering 40+ years of the same intersection at 
the heart of DU’s campus]. Preliminary evidence shows that despite a 
positive attitude toward primary sources in multiple formats, they are not 
well integrated into teaching practice. 
What are the barriers that might prevent successful integration of digital 
collections into secondary history teachers ’ teaching practice? We can learn 
integration; and there are barriers to a better understanding of how 
to improve collections like these. This poster outlines a research 
project that is exploring these issues.
from prior research in educational technology about the barriers to 
technology integration and from the library and information science (LIS) 
literature about information behaviors of professionals in work settings. 
However, there is a major difference in information behaviors in LIS where 
the subject is looking for information for their own personal use, versus the 
behavior of teachers who are looking for information for someone else to 
use – their students. It is necessary to incorporate models from the 
Schools are highly social and complex environments, so it’s best to 
observe and study these interwoven links and questions from a 
Study Design & Contribution
education field on media selection and evaluation as well as models from 
information behavior, and technology adoption. This is a new approach.
qualitative, naturalistic stance. This project will utilize a case study 
approach with ethnographic qualities, employing as its key tools 
observations, semi-structured interviews, and document analysis 
to produce thick description and to find a deeper understanding of 
the contextual factors and the concerns over adoption of specific 
technology by teachers in this setting. 
The research brings together key learning from digital collections, 
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Research Questions
This research project asks a series of  interrelated questions which form 
digital history, educational technology, and  human information 
behavior to address the research gaps noted here. It aims to 
create a richer and more complex understanding of history 
teachers ’ behavior taking into account their selection of materials 
for separate end-users and contrast that with existing work. In 
bridging the information science and education disciplines and 
through its use of conceptual models from multiple research fields 
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the basis of exploratory qualitative research.
1. In what ways are secondary history teachers integrating digital primary 
resources [DPRs] into their teaching and learning practices?
2. Are there characteristics of  the nature or structure of  DPRs that present 
barriers or affordances to use in teaching and learning practice? If  so, 
what do educators say they are?
3. How do secondary history teachers evaluate DPRs f or selection and 
it strives to bring a new approach and perspective to this problem. 
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